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Current Definitions of LD: 

Canada

ÅLearning Disability Association of 
Canada (2002):
ÅNumber of disorders

ÅAffects the acquisition, organization, retention, and 
understanding or use of verbal or nonverbal 
information. 

ÅAverage abilities essential for thinking and/or 
reasoning. 

Learning Disabilities Association of Canada. (2002). www.ldac-taac.ca.



Current Definitions of LD: 

Canada

ÅImpairments in one or more processes:
Åperceiving, thinking, remembering or learning. 

ÅLife-long and due to genetic or neurological 
factors. 

ÅMay interfere with acquisition and use of oral 
language, reading, written language, 
mathematics.

Learning Disabilities Association of Canada. (2002). www.ldac-taac.ca.



Current Definitions of LD: 

Quebec
ÅQuebec Ministry of Education Definition (2007): 

ÅTerm used is ôlearning difficultyõ.

ñStudents with learning difficulties at the secondary 

level are those for whom an analysis of their situation 

shows that the remedial measures implemented by the 

teacher or by others for a significant period of time have 

not helped the student progress sufficiently in his or her 

learning to meet the minimum requirements of the 

Québec Education Program for the successful 

completion of a cycle in language of instruction or in 

mathematicsò.
Ministere de Lõeducation, du Loisir, et du Sport. (2007). Organization of educational 

services for at-risk students and students with handicaps, social maladjustments or 

learning difficulties.

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.chac.ca/about/images/flagquebec.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.chac.ca/about/membership-list.htm&h=82&w=123&sz=4&tbnid=XoZPBq7rFowJ:&tbnh=82&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquebec%2Bflag&hl=en&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&cd=3


Essentials of a Learning 

Disability

ÅHeterogeneous population.

ÅAverage to Above Intelligence-distinct from 
global intellectual deficiency 

ÅSignificant difficulties in at least one area of:

ÅVisual Problems, Auditory Problems, Motor 

Problems, Organizational Problems or 

Conceptual Problems



Essentials of a Learning 

Disability

ÅResult from impairments in one or more 
processes:
Åperceiving, thinking, remembering or learning.

ÅNeurological, central nervous system 
dysfunction (i.e., brain) and/or genetic in 
origin

ÅIntrinsic to the individual



Essentials of a Learning 

Disability

ÅOccurs across life span, life-long, range in 

severity, and may affect any or several areas of 

life.

ÅMay occur with external influences, not a result.

ÅExcludes other handicapping conditions as 

primary, but may co-occur

Bender, W.N. (2008). Learning disabilities: Characteristics, Identification, and teaching strategies
(6th.ed.). MA: Pearson; Learning Disabilities Association of  Canada (2002), www.ldac-
taac.ca.



Adult Learners: Common ôSignsõ 

of Learning Disabilities
ÅDifficult to provide a checklist of typical 

characteristics.

ÅNational Center for Learning Disabilities ðwww.ncld.org

ÅYes to anyone item does not mean a learning 

disability. 

ÅIf yes for most of the items and experience these 

difficulties to such a degree that they cause problems 

in employment, education, and/or daily living; need 

to look at frequency and seek further assessment. 



Adult Learners: Common ôSignsõ of 

Learning Disabilities

ÅAdults with learning disabilities may:

ÅRead well but not write well or write well but not 
read well 

ÅBe able to learn information presented in one way, 
but not in another 

ÅHave difficulty reading the newspaper: columns and 
print

ÅBe able to explain things orally & learn well when 
shown.



Adult Learners: Common ôSignsõ of 

Learning Disabilities

ÅAdults with learning disabilities may:

ÅMisinterpret language, have poor comprehension of 
what is said 

ÅFind it difficult to memorize information 

ÅHave problems with sentence structure, writing 
mechanics, and organizing written work.

ÅHave difficulty following directions, especially when 
multiple & complex

ÅHave trouble with visual sequencing or scanning; often 
misread or miscopy



Relevance to our Educational 

Practice

ÅPrevalence:

ÅIn Canada and U.S. approximately half of all students 

with exceptionalities have a LD 

ÅResearch estimates from approximately 5-10%.

ÅIdentification differences across provinces: 

ÅNew Brunswick: 10%; Ontario: 3.1%; Quebec: 10.2%.

ÅEstimated 80%, lies in the area of reading and reading 

comprehension or dyslexia



Relevance to our Educational Practice: 

Young Adults with Learning Disabilities

ñThrough elementary school, junior high and high 
school, everyone knew that there was something 
wrong, but I was always pawned off as the dumb 
kid. I wasnõt diagnosed until I was 26.ó

Å7.5% of students with LD enter into some form of 
postsecondary education. In the general population 
the percentage is 43%.

Putting a Canadian Face  on Learning Disabilities (PACFOLD) Focus Groups, Highlights from Discussions Learning 
Disabilities Association of Canada, 2005; Health and Activity Limitation Survey - Statistics Canada (HALS), 1991.



Related Outcomes: School Drop-Out

ÅLess likely to succeed in school:

ÅIncreased risk of drop-out, twice the rate of their     

non-disabled peers

Source:Putting a Canadian Face on Learning Disabilities (PACFOLD) Learning Disabilities Association of  Canada, March 

2007; Wagner, National Longitudinal Transition Study, 1991 



Related Outcomes: Literacy

ÅCanadians with LD overwhelmingly achieve 

lower levels of literacy.

Source:Putting a Canadian Face on Learning Disabilities (PACFOLD) Learning Disabilities Association of  Canada, March 2007.

The 1994 International Adult Literacy Survey (IALS) measures proficiency at five different levels: 1 being the lowest and 5 being   

the highest in each of  three literacy types: prose, document, and quantitative literacy.



Related Outcomes: Schooling

Source:Putting a Canadian Face on Learning Disabilities (PACFOLD) Learning Disabilities Association of  Canada, March 2007 .

16-21 years of  age 22-29 years of  age



Co-Occurring Conditions: 

Complicating Matters

ÅAttention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD): 

Å20-50%

ÅGreater risk: 

Åwithdrawal; depression; anxiety; more prone to suicide

ÅInaccurate self-perceptions

ÅLower self-esteem:

Ålower feelings of competence, academic self-concept, and self-

determination



Co-Occurring Conditions: 

Complicating Matters

ÅIncreased risk of:

ÅBehavior problems 

ÅSubstance use and risky behaviors

ÅAbsences and negative school experiences

ÅPeer rejection

ÅLoneliness

ÅMaintaining relationships



Best Practice Approaches to Diverse 

Learning Styles

Source: Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service; 

http://www.oces.okstate.edu/washita/uploaded_files/4h_Learning_Styles.doc


